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Principal’s Message 
 

Tēnā Koutou Katoa  
 

As we wrap up Term 1, I want to take a moment to reflect on what has been 

a truly exciting and rewarding start to the school year. Our students have 

embraced every opportunity with enthusiasm, curiosity, and a willingness to 

step out of their comfort zones — and it’s been a joy to witness. 
 

Throughout the term, our students have experienced a wide range of 

enriching activities that have helped build not just their knowledge, but 

their confidence, friendships, and sense of belonging. Highlights include the 

Year 1–4 swimming lessons, where our tamariki made great strides in 

water confidence and safety. Our senior students in Years 6 and 8 had 

unforgettable experiences at camp developing resilience and teamwork. 

Our Spaceward Bound experience brought learning to life in a whole new 

way, sparking wonder and deep engagement with science and the world 

beyond our planet. We've also had an incredible range of specialist 

teaching this term, across Visual Art, Performing Arts, Physical Education, 

Languages, Garden to Table, and STEAM – all offering students the chance 

to explore, create, and grow their talents in meaningful ways. 
 

Sport has been a big part of the term too, with softball, swimming sports, 

and rugby coaching sessions helping to build skills, confidence, and school 

spirit. The PTA picnic was another highlight, bringing our school community 

together to connect and celebrate - we are so grateful for the ongoing 

support of our amazing PTA and our parent community. Another standout 

moment was our Student-Led Learning Conferences, which gave our 

learners the chance to share their goals, progress, and passions directly with 

whānau - a powerful moment of partnership between home and school. 
 

We are proud of all that’s been achieved in Term 1. It’s been a term filled 

with energy, learning, and connection. Thank you to our incredible staff for 

their dedication, to our students for their enthusiasm, and to our whānau 

for your ongoing support. 
 

Have a safe and restful break, and we look forward to an even 

more exciting Term 2 ahead! 
 

Ngā mihi nui 

Michael Maher 

Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Dates 
 

April 

28 First Day of Term 2   

  

May 

12 Junior Assembly (J11 & J12 hosting) 

 10am (school hall) 

 Senior Assembly (M4 hosting) 

 11.45am (school hall) 

12-13 Photolife School Photos 

13 Eastern Zone Yr 7 Boys Football 

15 Eastern Zone Yr 8 Boys Football 

20 Bay Suburbs Football 

20 Board of Trustees Meeting  

 (6.30pm staffroom) 

22 Eastern Zone Girls Football 

26 Junior Formal Assembly 

 9.15am – 9.45am (school hall) 

 Senior Formal Assembly  

 10.00am – 10.30pm (school hall) 

30 Teacher Only Day 

 (School closed to students) 

 

June 

03 King’s Birthday Holiday 

 
To the team from Spaceward 

Bound for the amazing interactive 
experiences for our students 



 

 “Changing Learning for a Changing World” 
 

Curriculum Refresh and Reporting Changes 
 

As you may be aware, New Zealand's national curriculum has undergone a significant refresh this year. These 

changes aim to strengthen teaching and learning across the country. As part of this refresh, the Ministry of 

Education has introduced new learning progressions for how learning is delivered in schools. 

 

What does this mean for you and your child? 

The refreshed curriculum has essentially shifted the expectations for student achievement—what was 

previously considered "at expectation" has now moved forward by approximately one year. As a result, it is 

anticipated some unsettled achievement data across New Zealand  primary schools over the next couple of 

years. 

 

Will my child’s reporting be different? 

• Reporting this year and beyond will be based on the new curriculum progressions, which means that 

previous goals and achievement levels are no longer used for measuring progress. 

• While you won’t be able to see the older progression goals on current reports, historic reports will still 

include past teacher comments and overall achievement graphs. These graphs will continue to show 

how your child has progressed throughout their time at our school and will be visible on your child’s 

report after our mid-year Overall Teacher Judgements (OTJ’s) assessments have been made. 

• Please be assured that our teachers are working diligently to align their teaching with the refreshed 

curriculum and support students through this transition. 

 

Looking ahead 

The government are currently seeking new assessment tools which they expect to have by the end of 2025 

and are these are expected to be in use New Zealand wide in 2026. 

They have yet to provide guidance on when they expect achievement data to stabilise under the new system. 

As soon as we receive this information, we will share it with our school community. 

 

Thank you for your continued support as we navigate this period of change together. If you have any 

questions or would like to discuss your child’s progress in more detail, please don’t hesitate to contact your 

child’s teacher or a member of the leadership team. 

 

Vegetable Garden Makeover 
 

A huge thank you to our parent volunteers and Oke Charity, not to mention our hardworking students, who 

constructed our much improved vegetable garden last Friday.  We are now looking forward to getting in there 

and planting seeds in the greenhouse for germination, and fruits and vegetables in the new garden beds to 

harvest and cook with.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 “Changing Learning for a Changing World” 
 

STS News 
 
To watch the 21st episode of the series, click HERE. 

 

STEAM - Term 1 – 2025 
 

Lights, Camera, STEAM! 

 

This term, students have been inspired by famous children's movies to explore creativity, engineering, and 

science through hands-on, imaginative projects. They designed and built moving toys, sock puppets, and 

marionette puppets, bringing characters to life through storytelling and mechanics. They investigated the 

science behind snowflakes and extreme ice events, experienced the magic of reflection and refraction first 

hand, and even created giant bubbles to explore surface tension in a fun and interactive way. Students also 

delved into the art of navigation, crafting traditional stick charts and uncovering how explorers once used the 

stars to guide their journeys. 

 

It has been a fantastic term filled with curiosity, collaboration, and problem-solving. We can’t wait to see 

where our next STEAM adventures take us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Orienteering Sprint Series 

 
We’re excited to share that Luke White represented our school at the 

Orienteering Finals on Sunday 6 April! After an impressive 7th place in the 

Central Auckland Sprint earlier in the season, Luke continued to show great 

resilience and gave it his all on the day. We’re super proud of his effort and the 

way he’s committed to the sport this term – ka pai, Luke! 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLz-SY-ohas
https://stthomasauckland.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/EZpEGXObGJREpDNK2hvUZ-ABJrTuzjYdZgCGVx1iwUlT-Q?e=5nNnGb


 

 “Changing Learning for a Changing World” 
 

Bay Suburbs Swimming 
 
We are incredibly proud of our students who represented St Thomas’s School at the Bay Suburbs Swimming 

Competition on Friday 28 March at Sacred Heart Aquatic Centre. Our swimmers gave it their all, showing 

fantastic sportsmanship and determination in the pool. 

 

A massive thank you to Miss Gosden for transporting 23 of our students to the event—your support is truly 

appreciated. Another big thank you to Megan, our parent helper for the day. We couldn’t have done it without you 

both. 

  

It was an amazing day in the pool, with over nine of our students placing in the top three — a fantastic achievement! 

We are so proud of every swimmer who gave their best effort and represented St Thomas’s with pride. 

  

Well done to all our competitors for their hard work and enthusiasm. You made St Thomas’s proud. 

 

   
 

Year 6 Sport at Selwyn College  
 
The Year 6 students have had four awesome sport sessions led by Year 12 students at Selwyn College this term.  

I liked the soccer netball hybrid, because it was fun getting to do them both together - Tongji S9 

We played a rugby type game where you could pass forward. It was fun! - Archie S10 

I enjoyed having really nice Year 12 leaders who explained the games well - Jess S10 

We are very thankful to the Selwyn College students for teaching us how to play in a team - Dayan S11 

I enjoyed playing capture the flag. It was a team effort as we all had to coordinate - Oliver S10  

I liked how the coaches explained everything clearly - Ah In S9 

I really liked playing fun games and meeting new people - Isabelle S11 

I really enjoyed playing touch rugby - they gave really good and clear instructions - Arshia S12 

 

  
 

 
  

 



 

 “Changing Learning for a Changing World” 
 

Year 5 Learning Projects 
 
The Year 5's have been learning about Space this term. As part of this, they completed Home Learning 

Projects. Each student showed their creativity and passion through creating an item to represent their learning 

about Space Navigation and Planets. 

 

Every project was impressive and we could see the hard work they all put into them. The students were 

excited to show off their masterpieces and learning with their parents at student-led conferences, and the rest 

of the school in Week 10. 

 

Here are some photos of some of their fantastic creations: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Design a Label 
St Thomas’s School have produced their first 

season of honey and we are looking for a eye-

catching label for our honey jars. The winning 

entry will be placed on the jar. The honey will 

be available for purchase later in the year.  

 



 

 “Changing Learning for a Changing World” 
 

Teacher Vs Student Football game  
 
Result 4:2 to the teachers. 
 

 
 

Teacher Profile – Sara Haddon 
 
Hi I am Sara Haddon, and as the new Visual Arts Teacher I wanted to give you a peek into a 

few of our art sessions. They usually start with a quick 5 minute pencil exercise focusing on the 

elements of art and gaining confidence using different pencil and drawing techniques. Then I 

introduce the skill, focus and process of the art lesson.  

 

We work with examples, artists who influence this style, video examples, demonstrations and large board step 

by step processes. I try and set up experiences that allow for individuality, different abilities, new art 

experiences and success for everyone. Our Art room is now full of student art which we are very proud of. 

Eventually their art pieces will be returned to them via their class teacher.  

 

We have got creative with water colour, zentangle patterns, painting acrylic realistic trees, using wool stitching 

with photos,  paper collage, Mondrian primary colour panels, Tim Burton portraits, Van Gogh inspired 

sunflower collages and glue and chalk drawings, Japanese weaving, Banksy influenced stencilling posters, 

tinfoil and wire action sculpture - to name a few. The art sessions are 1 ½ hours and each class has approximately  

6 sessions. I will try and share when I can. Here are a few insights to what we have been up to: 

 

Term 1  

Art Celebration 

https://youtu.be/Xgd_A_9NWBU 

 

Year 4 - M4RI 

Rangitoto Collage 

https://youtu.be/QvOIM_jXQAQ 

 

Year 5 - M6OV 

Paper Faces 

https://youtu.be/L_gIdj43MLc 

 

Year 6 - S10  

Ostrich Pastels 

https://youtu.be/UrR1ho0IBZ0 

 

Tim Burton Portraits 

https://youtu.be/dwPuVeEH3Ls 

 

Year 7 - S5 

Van Gogh Sunflowers 

https://youtu.be/Zp2z_AEzWmQ 

 

Year 8 - S2 

Wool Portraits 

https://youtu.be/9y25rx305QQ 

 

 

 
 

  

https://youtu.be/Xgd_A_9NWBU
https://youtu.be/QvOIM_jXQAQ
https://youtu.be/L_gIdj43MLc
https://youtu.be/UrR1ho0IBZ0
https://youtu.be/dwPuVeEH3Ls
https://youtu.be/Zp2z_AEzWmQ
https://youtu.be/9y25rx305QQ


The Yummy sticker sports gear 
promotion is on now! 

ICE BLOCK FRIDAYS

$2 each or 3 for $5

From 3pm every Friday
(weather permitting) 

Under the tree outside the office 
Sticker Sheet Cut-out Sheet

Start collecting your
Yummy apple stickers

and cut-out labels!

QUIZ NIGHT 
PRIZE DONATIONS NEEDED!

We need your help obtaining prize donations to make
our event even more special and raise funds for 
St Thomas’s STEAM program.
If you can contribute or know of businesses that might
be interested, please get in touch with the PTA.

Email us at: stthomasschoolpta@gmail.com

Our fundraising efforts for 2025 will go towards enhancing the STEAM programme with new equipment & resources. 

HELP THE PTA!

If you’re interested in getting involved or learning more, come along to the next PTA meeting or get in touch.

We’d love for you to join us! 
Whether it’s helping at events or sharing ideas, every bit helps. No big commitment - help as much as you’re able.

Please donate your pre-loved  
uniform(s) for us to sell as part of 
our fundraising efforts!
 .

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS 

We’re always in need of more 
uniform items, so if you have any 
tucked away that no longer fit, 
we’d love to have them for our 
second-hand uniform sales events!
Please drop them off to the school office.

UPCOMING EVENTS

 PTA News 11 April 2025

YUMMY STICKERS

Collecting is easy!
buy your Yummy apples
peel off stickers / cut-out labels from bags 
stick them on a sticker/cut-out label chart
once your sheet is ready, bring it into class or put on
your classroom sheet

St Thomas’s School 

PTA NEWSPTA NEWSPTA NEWS
Connect WITH US

Instagram Facebook

ICE BLOCKS
From 3pm, under the tree outside the office.
(weather allowing)

-ATHON
Donations: 30 April - 30 May
Testing date: 26 May26

MAY

NOW
ON

PTA DISCO
Save the date!13

JUNE

YUMMY STICKERS
Start collecting now!

FRIDAY
EVERY

9
AUG QUIZ NIGHT

Collecting donations for the auction now!

PTA MEETING
7pm in the school staff lounge 14

MAY

Can you help?



KELLY CLUB ST THOMAS’S UPDATE  

Contact:
Phone:
Email:
Website:

Ian Palmquist
021 0803 3666
stthomas@kellyclub.co.nz
kellyclub.co.nz/st-thomas

What’s been happening…

This week, during hour of 
power, we discovered foam 
clouds, played some volleyball 
and put together a healthy 
green smoothie. Thursday, we 
also had a go at getting across 
our laser maze. 
 

What’s happening in the Holidays!



 

 “Changing Learning for a Changing World” 
 

Public Notices 
 

Please see our website for details about:  

 

Clubs and activities:  

Lunchtime Table Tennis - For Term 2 sessions will move to Fridays. The first session after the holidays will be 

on Friday 2 May 12.30pm.   

 

For all other clubs and activities, please see: 

 

https://www.stthomas.school.nz/clubs-and-activities/ 

 

Community notices:  

https://www.stthomas.school.nz/community-notices/ 

 

School holiday programmes:   

https://www.stthomas.school.nz/school-holiday-programmes/ 
 
Holiday Soccer with Billy Harris 

14 - 17 April, 9am- midday, Okahu Bay 

All welcome.  $20 a day. 

Text Billy to enrol for some or all the days. 027 279 9042 

https://www.stthomas.school.nz/clubs-and-activities/
https://www.stthomas.school.nz/community-notices/
https://www.stthomas.school.nz/school-holiday-programmes/


 

 

Smartphone Free 
 

It is recommended that delaying smartphones and social media for your child as they move through 

school.  

 

This document briefly highlights why it’s advised to delay and share some beneficial alternatives. 

 

For more information, visit www.smartphonefreechildhood.co.nz, a New Zealand charitable trust 

raising awareness and support. 

 

"Research shows that this is not 

something we can argue back 

and forth about, saying it's just a 

correlation. There is now 

substantial evidence that social 

media is causing anxiety and 

depression." –  

Nathan Wallis Neuroscientist 

Educator 

 

http://www.smartphonefreechildhood.co.nz/



	Newsletter 2025 04 11
	Newsletter - PTA News 11 April 2025
	Kelly Club
	Smartphone Free - pg1
	School newsletter 2p insert - pg2

